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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-44 have been examined and are pending with this action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. The term "tentatively" in claims 1-3, 5, 8-12, 14, 16-18, 20, 23-27, 29, 31-33, 35, 
38-42, and 44 is a relative term, which renders the claim indefinite. The term 
"tentatively" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for 
ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be 
reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. Examiner cannot determine how a 
computer or program embodied in a recordable medium would implement the method of 
"tentatively deriving a value" as recited in the claim language. Machines are 
autonomous. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date, of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kingdon 

etal.(US 5,784,560 A). 

INDPENDENT: 

As per claim 1, Kingdon teaches a method of implementing node related 
conditions (see col.4, lines 31-32) in a directory server (see col.4, lines 38-39) having a 
tree structure (see col.5, lines 61-66) using condition-defining data attached to nodes 
(see col.4, lines 29-30), the method comprising: 

attaching condition-defining data to a given node in the tree structure, said 
condition defining data having a variable portion and a reference portion (see col.5, line 
66-col.6, line 9: "attribute has a textual name and a syntax by which values are 
represented", "a given attribute can have a range of valid values and a variety of other 
attribute characteristics"); 

upon access to a subnode (see col.2, line 67-col.3, line 6: "subtree" and col.5, 
lines 62-66; "subordinate") of said given node in the tree (see col. 9, lines 15-33): 

tentatively deriving a value for the variable portion, using the reference 
portion and a property of the subnode (see col.9, lines 5-14: "wherein the 
act of modifying can include adding, deleting or changing the values of a given 
attribute"), 

changing the variable portion into the value (see col.9, lines 29-33); and 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/045,682 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2155 

evaluating the condition in said condition defining data as interpreted (see col.9, 
lines 34-67). 

As per claim 16, Kingdon teaches a directory server system (see col.4, lines 38- 
39) comprising: 

a tree comprising a plurality of nodes (see Fig.2 and col.5, lines 61-66); and 

a tree structure processor for using condition defining data attached to a given 
node of the plurality of nodes (see col.4, lines 29-32); 

wherein the condition defining data includes a reference portion and a variable 
portion (see col.5, line 66-col.6, line 9: "attribute has a textual name and a syntax by 
which values are represented", "a given attribute can have a range of valid values and 
a variety of other attribute characteristics"); 

wherein upon access to a subnode (see col.2, line 67-col.3, line 6: "subtree" and 
col.5, lines 62-66; "subordinate") of the given node (see col.9, lines 15-33) and in 
response to the condition defining data having a variable portion, the tree structure 
processor is configured to tentatively derive a value for the variable portion using the 
reference portion and a property of the subnode (see col.9, lines 5-14: "wherein the act 
of modifying can include adding, deleting or changing the values of a given attribute") 
and use a condition in said condition defining data with its variable portion changed into 
the value (see col.9, lines 29-33). 



Application/Control Number: 10/045,682 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2155 

As per claim 31, Kingdon teaches a computer readable medium comprising 
program instructions computer executable to implement node related conditions (see 
col.4, lines 31-32) in a directory server (see col.4, lines 38-39) having a tree structure 
(see col.5, lines 61-66) using condition-defining data attached to nodes (see col.4, lines 
29-30), wherein the program instructions are configured to: 

attach condition-defining data to a given node in the tree structure, said 
condition-defining data having a variable portion and a reference portion (see col.5, line 
66-col.6, line 9: "attribute has a textual name and a syntax by which values are 
represented", "a given attribute can have a range of valid values and a variety of other 
attribute characteristics"); 

upon access to a subnode (see col.2, line 67-col.3, line 6: "subtree" and col.5, 
lines 62-66; "subordinate") of said given node in the tree (see col. 9, lines 15-33): 
tentatively derive a value for the variable portion, using the reference 
portion and a property of the subnode (see col.9, lines 5-14: "wherein the 
act of modifying can include adding, deleting or changing the values of a given 
attribute"), 

change the variable portion into the value (see col.9, lines 29-33); and 
evaluate the condition in said condition defining data as interpreted (see col.9, 
lines 34-67). 



DEPENDENT: 
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As per claims 2, 17, and 32, which depend on claims 1,16, and 31, respectively, 
Kingdon further teaches wherein said tentatively deriving comprises comparing the 
reference portion with the property of the subnode (see col. 9, lines 20-23). 

As per claims 3, 18, and 33, which depend on claims 2, 17, and 32, respectively, 
Kingdon further teaches wherein the reference portion comprises a target identifier in 
the tree (see col.7, lines 10-18), wherein said tentatively deriving comprises deriving the 
value for the variable portion from a portion of a subnode identifier in the tree (see col.5, 
line 66-COI.6, line 6 and col.9, lines 5-14) which distinguishes over a relative node 
identification if the subnode identifier matches the target identifier (inherent). 

As per claims 4, 19, and 34, which depend on claims 3, 18, and 33, respectively, 
Kingdon further teaches wherein the subnode identifier is a portion of a distinguished 
name of the subnode (see col.6, lines 1-2 and col.7, lines 10-18). 

As per claims 5, 20, and 35, which depend on claims 1,16, and 31, respectively, 
Kingdon further teaches wherein said tentatively deriving comprises looking for a 
property of the subnode designated by the reference portion (see col.7, lines 1-9 and 
col.9, lines 15-17). 

As per claims 6 and 36, which depend on claims 1 and 31 , respectively, 
Kingdon teaches of further comprising controlling access to the subnode from the result 
of said evaluating (see col.9, lines 65-67). 

As per claims 7, 22, and 37, which depend on claims 1,16, and 31 , respectively, 
Kingdon further teaches wherein said attaching comprises attaching the condition 
defining data as an attribute to the given node (implicit: see col.9, lines 9-14). 
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As per claims 8, 23, and 38, which depend on claims 7, 22, and 37, respectively, 
Kingdon further teaches wherein said attaching further comprises attaching to the given 
node or to a higher level node a macro (see col.1 , lines 52: "macro") capable of at least 
partially implementing said tentatively deriving and said changing (implicit: see col.9, 
lines 1-6). 

As per claims 9, 24, and 39, which depend on claims 1,16, and 31 , respectively, 
Kingdon further teaches wherein the variable portion in the condition defining data 
comprises a predefined expression, and wherein said changing comprises substituting 
the predefined expression with the value as determined by said tentatively deriving (see 
col.9, lines 6-14). 

As per claims 10, 25, and 40, which depend on claims 9, 24, and 39, Kingdon 
respectively, further teaches wherein the variable portion in the condition defining data 
comprises a first predefined expression, and wherein said tentatively deriving comprises 
determining whether the property of the subnode matches the reference portion (see 
col.9, lines 17-20). 

As per claims 11, 26, and 41, which depend on claims 9, 24, and 39, Kingdon 
respectively, further teaches wherein the variable portion in the condition defining data 
comprises a second predefined expression (see col.6, lines 4-6), and wherein said 
tentatively deriving comprises determining whether the property of the subnode nearly 
matches the reference portion (see col.9, lines 17-20). 

As per claims 12, 27, and 42, which depend on claims 9, 24, and 39, Kingdon 
respectively, further teaches wherein the variable portion in the condition defining data 
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comprises a first predefined expression and a second predefined expression (see col .6, 
lines 4-6), wherein said tentatively deriving comprises determining whether the property 
of the subnode matches the reference portion (see col .9, lines 17-20), and wherein said 
changing comprises: changing exactly the first predefined expression into the value 
derived by said tentatively deriving and changing nearly the second predefined 
expression into the value derived by said tentatively deriving (see col.9, lines 29-33). 

As per claims 13, 28, and 43, which depend on claims 9, 24, and 39, Kingdon 
respectively, further teaches wherein the predefined expression contains the reference 
portion (see col .5, line 66-col.6, line 9: "attribute has a textual name and a syntax by 
which values are represented", "a given attribute can have a range of valid values and 
a variety of other attribute characteristics"). 

As per claims 14, 29, and 44, which depend on claims 13, 28, and 43, Kingdon 
respectively, further teaches wherein the variable portion in the condition defining data 
comprises a third predefined expression (see col.6, lines 4-6) that comprises an 
attribute name expression (see col.6, lines 1-4), and wherein said tentatively deriving 
comprises: determining whether the subnode has an attribute matching the attribute 
name expression (see col. 15-17: "Resolve Name"); and taking a value of the attribute 
as the value for the variable portion (col.6, lines 29-33). 

As per claims 15 and 30, which depend on claims 14 and 29, respectively, 
Kingdon further teaches wherein said determining is repeated for another value of the 
attribute as the value for the variable portion (see col.9, lines 36-65). 
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As per claim 21, which depends on claim 16, Kingdon further teaches wherein 
the tree structure processor is further configured to control access to the subnode from 
using the condition in the condition defining data with its variable portion changed into 
the value (see col.6, lines 7-9 and col.9, lines 29-33 & 61-65). 

Conclusion 

4. Claims 1-44 have been rejected and are pending. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Y. Won whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3993. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th: 7AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Michael Won 
September 14, 2005 




